
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

WESTERN REGION STATE LEADS 

Alaska : Johanna Herron 
Dept. of Natural Res., Div. of Ag.  
Fairbanks, AK 
907-374-3714 
johanna.herron@alaska.gov 

 

Idaho : Leah M. Clark 
Idaho State Dept. of Agriculture 
Boise, ID 
208.332.8684 
leah.clark@agri.idaho.gov  

Oregon : Megan Kemple 
Willamette Farm & Food Coalition 
Eugene, OR 
541-344-4329 
mkemple@lanefood.org 

 

California : Yelena Zeltser 
Urban & Environ. Policy Inst. 
Los Angeles, CA 
323.341.5099 
zeltser@oxy.edu  

Montana : Mary Stein 
Montana State University 
Bozeman, MT 
406-994-5640 
mstein@montana.edu  

Washington : Tricia Sexton 
Kovacs 
WA State Dept. Of Agriculture 
Seattle, WA 
206.256.6150 
tkovacs@agr.wa.gov 

 

Hawai'i : Kaliko Amona 
Kokua Hawai'i Found.  
Hale'iwa, HI 
808.638.5145 
kaliko@kokuahawaiifoundation.org 

Nevada: Rosalind Brooks 
Together We Can 
Las Vegas, NV 
702-281-7031 
togetherwecan10@gmail.com 

 

CONTACT  

WESTERN REGION LEAD 
Stacey A. Sobell 
Ecotrust 
Portland, OR 
503.467-0751 
ssobell@ecotrust.org 
 

www.farmtoschool.org 

 

FARM TO SCHOOL IN THE WEST 

The western region of the National Farm to School Network encompasses a wide range of 
farm to school programs, policies, and organizations. Our states are at various stages of 
progress with farm to school, but all enjoy support from committed and enthusiastic 
individuals and organizations. Farm to school programs blossomed in California more than 
a decade ago. The state is also the home base for the National Farm to School Network 
with programs in hundreds of schools. Oregon was the first state in the nation to boast 
farm to school positions in both its state Departments of Education and Agriculture. 
Washington has a strong farm to school program in its Department of Agriculture backed 
by state legislation. Within the geographically vast, largely rural state of Montana, farm to 
school programs and activities are steadily increasing among the state’s approximately 
430 school districts. Montana school children are fundraising with Montana agricultural 
products, digging in school gardens and enjoying Montana grown foods in school meals. 
Idaho has produced a Farm to School Manual and conducted a pilot program to determine 
best practices for serving local foods in the cafeteria. Hawai’i has strong leadership 
helping to grow farm to school and school garden programming in the state and research 
support from the University of Hawai’i. In Alaska, the state passed legislation, house bill 
70, in 2009 creating a farm to school program in the Alaska Department of Natural 
Resources, Division of Agriculture. Nevada has also begun to come on board, with 
interested parties from across the state taking the first steps towards working together on 
farm to school efforts.  

The Western Region of the 
National Farm to School 
Network includes 8 states:  

• Alaska 
• California 
• Hawai'i 
• Idaho 
• Montana 
• Nevada 
• Oregon 
• Washington 

Our region is expansive and 
diverse both geographically and 
climactically: ranging from 
arctic Alaska and the mild wet 
tropics of Hawai'i to the deserts 
and semi-arid climes of Nevada 
and the widely varied expanse of 
California. Additionally, each 
state differs greatly in the ways 
that its districts purchase and 
serve food -- e.g., Hawai'i has 
just one giant school district that 
buys food for the entire state, 
while Montana is divided into 
more than 400 purchasing 
entities!      


